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was finally hurried and whirled away in the excitement, and
bewildering changes, and sudden appetites of the Industrial
Revolution ; a people supremely Catholic by a people rigidly
Protestant; a people that reverences its tragedies, and
memories, and the dust of its lost battles as if they were
precious and divine, by a people that is not careful to
distinguish between sensibility and an idle and vacant
sentimentalism. The distresses and wants of Ireland have
sounded strangely in the ears of a nation that lived in a
different universe of cares and faiths and passions, and
the hopes and lamentations the Irish sea tosses wearily from
shore to shore are vain and wistful voices in an unknown
tongue.
Fox's own Irish policy never had a trial. His hands
were tied in 1782 by the exhaustion of England and the
breathless precipitancy of Grattan, or he would certainly
have attempted to give Ireland internal freedom without the
risks and inconveniences of an absolute surrender. He
wished the grant of full autonomy and responsible self-
government to Ireland to be combined with a treaty for
regulating the commercial relations of the two countries
and Ireland's contribution to the fleet. That scheme was
impracticable in the peculiar conditions under which Fox
took office in 1782, and he was wise enough to know,
after North's escapade, the danger of delaying concessions
until the storm had burst, and reform was the trembling
answer to the thunderbolt. The recollection of his wishes
in 1782 is the severest reproach to his opposition three years
later to Pitt's Propositions, His policy never had a trial,
for Ireland never had responsible government; the develop-
ment from the conditions left her by conquest to the
conditions which could satisfy a national spirit was arrested,
and Parliament, formally independent, was never out of the
power of the English Ministry. If Fox had been Prime
Minister instead of Pitt the Irish Parliament would have
escaped that stagnant chapter which preceded and allowed
its dissolution. Those Englishmen who wished well to